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York to Hull, and from Winchester to Southampton ; and
here the exports were weighed a second time by the revenue
officers. In order to encourage foreign merchants to fre-
quent the English marts they were promised safe-conduct,
and for the same reason denizens were prohibited to ship wool
abroad x; they were to carry it to the staple and so force
aliens to come to England for their wool. All commercial
transactions were excluded from the jurisdiction of the king's
justices and entrusted to the rulers of the staple, for every
staple town was governed by a mayor and two constables,
who sat with two alien assessors " to see that plain right be
done to the merchant aliens". Suits were determined
according to law merchant, and not according to common
law or borough custom ; further, " because that merchants
may not often long tarry in one place . . . we will and grant
that speedy right be to them done from day to day and from
hour to hour " 2.
Removal of This novel legislation does not appear to have realized all
*ka* was expected from it; and in 1361 representatives of
Calais were enjoined to meet English merchants3. It was
proposed to transfer the staple to Calais, and Parliament was
summoned to give its advice *. The Lords approved ; but
1 The conjecture that this prohibition was instigated " by the majority
of native traders " from jealousy of the large native exporters (Unwin,
Finance and Trade under Edward III., p. 232), seems to distort the plain
meaning of the prohibition. It was clearly intended to overcome the
reluctance of alien merchants to make the journey to England, since their
abstention would have ruined the system of home staples : for this reason
it was revived in later reigns (infra, p. 568, note 8). If native traders
were responsible for the exclusion of native exporters of wool in 1353,
we may fairly ask whether they were also responsible for the exclusion of
native importers of wine in 1365 : infra, p. 568.
2 For law merchant, see supra, p. 258 ; this had been promised to alien
traders in the Ordinance of 1326 (supra, p. 556). As early as 1320 alien
merchants had sought that half the jury should consist of foreigners
(Rotuli Parliamentorum, i. 382 a). At Bristol the mayor of the staple
was also mayor of the town (Little Red Book of Bristol, i. 178) ; but at
Exeter the two offices were kept distinct (Select Cases in the Court of
Requests, p. Ixxv). For the mayors of the staples, see E. E. Rich, in
The Cambridge Historical Journal (1933), 120 seq. Also see The Staple
Court Books of Bristol (ed. Rich); and G. F. Ward, " The Early History
of the Merchant Staplers ", in The English Historical Review, xxxiii. 297 seq.
When the staple was removed to Calais, the local staples in England con-
tinued to serve mercantile functions relating to debt, contracts, etc.
* Close Rolls, 1360-1364, p. 267.
4 Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 268 a (1362).